


April started out on a quiet note and for much of the month was dry and 
breezy, typical for this time of the year. However activity picked up toward the
end of the month with a couple of storm systems. The first one moved through 
the area on the 17th and 18th, bringing a few light showers to the lowlands 
and some light snow to area mountains. The second storm barreled in off the 
Pacific ocean beginning on the 28th. This brought with it scattered lowland 
showers and mountain snow. The snow became heavy over portions of the 
Sacramento Mountains early on the 29th, and up to one foot of snow was 
reported in the Cloudcroft vicinity. For the month the area east of the Rio 
Grande Valley benefited from several days of showers, ending up with near to 
above normal precipitation for April. Unfortunately areas west of the Rio 
Grande observed much less precipitation and remained below normal for the 
month. There was one serious wildfire to develop, which was just west of 
Ruidoso, starting up on the 26th. 

April was the last month for significant snows over the upper Rio Grande 
Basin and the month and the season finished a little disappointing. The snow 
pack and snowfall finished ahead of last year but below normal. Elephant
Butte Reservoir is well below normal and releases this summer are likely to be 
brief and below normal. 



Looking ahead to May, the area continues to warm up rapidly as we 
approach summer. The average high temperature at El Paso on the 1st is 
84 degrees, while on the last day of the month it is 94 degrees. May is the 
last of the three driest months of the year; March and April being the 
other two. Most lowland areas only receive about one-third of an inch or 
less in all three of these months.  This means current exceptional drought 
conditions will likely continue. Day length continues to increase, from 13 
hours, 26 minutes on May 1, to 14 hours, 04 minutes on May 31. 

For our fans of the moon, our full moon in May will occur on the 26th, 
also known as the Flower Moon. The new moon will occur on the 11th. 
There will be a total eclipse of the moon on the 26th, viewable mostly over 
the Pacific Ocean but also including the western U.S. 



Apr 17 Cloudcroft Snow

Apr 26 Three Rivers Fire

Apr 18 Cloudcroft Snow

Apr 26 Three Rivers Fire



Apr 26 Three Rivers Fire Apr 26 Three Rivers Fire

Apr 26 Three Rivers Fire Apr 26 Three Rivers Fire



Apr 29 Cloudcroft Snow

Apr 29 Silver City ShowersApr 29 Organ Mtn Snow

Apr 29 Cloudcroft Snow



ENSO Alert System Status: 

La Niña Advisory

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a weak La Niña phase; should transition to 

neutral by May or June.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

We are heading into a weak to moderate
La Niña for much of this winter. As the 
pattern shows, a ridge of high pressure 
tends to build off the west coast of the 
U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



Examples of the numerous La Niña 
winters since 1950. These maps
depict the departure from normal
precipitation amounts for a winter. 

Strong

Moderate

Weak



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

April 27, 2021 January 26, 2021

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of April 30, 2021

Snow Depth on Mar 31, 2021 Normal Snow Depth for 

March



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of April 30, 2021

Normal Snow Depth for 

April
Snow Depth on Apr 30, 2021



Snow Water Equivalent as of April 30, 2020
Compare to last few years and average values
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Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 – April 30, 2021
Compare to last few years and average values

2020

2019

Median

2021





Temperature and precipitation data for 

April 2021 in El Paso = record



2021: Temperature and Precipitation 

YTD Data for El Paso 





















Date/Time Location (County) Event

APRIL 8  510 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 71 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  630 PM TULAROSA 20NW-OTERO 47 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  1049 PM EL PASO INTL ARPT-EL PASO 46 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  415 PM LAS CRUCES ARPT-DONA ANA 46 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  718 PM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO 46 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  540 PM HACHITA 15SW-HIDALGO 45 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  400 PM ROAD FORKS NE-HIDALGO 44 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 8  510 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 43 MPH WIND GUST

APRIL 29  700 AM MAYHILL-OTERO 1.27 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  800 AM CLOUDCROFT-OTERO 1.27 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  539 PM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO .78 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  700 AM ALAMOGORDO 2NE-OTERO .76 INCHES PRECIP



Date/Time Location (County) Event

APRIL 29  800 AM TULAROSA-OTERO .57 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  800 AM T OR C-SIERRA .56 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  700 AM KINGSTON-SIERRA .55 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  530 PM HILLSBORO-SIERRA .45 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  441 PM MESCALERO-OTERO .43INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  700 AM SILVER CITY-GRANT .39 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  458 PM HOLLOMAN AFB-OTERO .36 INCHES PRECIP

APRIL 29  531 PM EL PASO NE-EL PASO .24 INCHES PRECIP



http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

